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From the Grand Knight

Brothers,

The month of October was the most successful
month the council has had in a long long time!!!!

The weekend of October 14-15 we held our
annual C&B drive at St. Frances Parish. Over
that weekend we sold a record 51 C&B books
far surpassing the previous one-day record of 36
books sold in 2004. | thank all who came out to
support this drive on a very windy weekend
spent outside the church.

The following weekend October 21-22 we were
back at St. Frances Parish for the annual
membership drive. We also had an Open House
on the 23¢ for prospective new members. | am
proud to announce that 5 gentlemen signed up
for membership at the open house and 2
brothers transferred from other councils. | wish
to thank Membership Director George Winkler
and his team for a job well done that exceeded
all expectations. On behalf of the council | also
want to thank our Pastor, Father Greg, our
Chaplain Deacon Bob and all at St. Frances
Parish for their support these two weekends.
Without their help we would not have been able
to accomplish what we did.

In the month of November we will have our
annual Knight at the Races on Saturday
November 11" at 6:00 at the council hall. Please
see the ad in the chatter for more details. In
addition on Monday November 18' we will be
holding our annual Memorial Mass at the
council at 7:30pm. | urge as many brothers and
their family members to attend the mass, which
will be offered for our deceased members.

Once again, | thank all my brothers and family
members for their support and encouragement.
If I can be of any assistance to you do not
hesitate to ask

Viva Jesu,

Michael Alliksen
Grand Knight

Mark your calendars!!!

Knight at the Races
November 11, 2006
Council Hall
Admission $10.00
Doors open at 6:00 PM
Hero Sandwiches, Salads, and Desserts
every table
Come down for a Great Time!!l

Come and Share the Blessings

Our annual retreat is scheduled for the
weekend of January 26-28, 2007. The
theme is “Speak Lord, Your Servant is
Listening.” It starts with dinner at 7:00pm

on Friday night and concludes after Mass
on Sunday at noon. The cost is $175 per
person. Itis a weekend of prayer, good
company, and beautiful celebrations. Call
DGK Charlie Dawson at

(516) 781-9610 for more information

Editor — Peter Coleman
Email: editor@kofc6526.0rg

1869 Wantagh Avenue
Wantagh, NY 11793

Council Tel: 516-826-7492
Editor Tel: 516-796-1350
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From Our Chaplain
Dear Brother Knights and Families,

Happy Thanksgiving

Taking a day out of our nation’s calendar to
give THANKS to GOD is unique to the United
States and Canada. However, around both our
nations, most everyone has a great deal to be
thankful for.

Pause, read, reflect on the following true
story and then give thanks to the Lord for all our
own gifts:

A cold March wind danced around the dead
of night in Dallas as the doctor walked into the
small hospital room of Diana Blessing. She was
still groggy from surgery. Her husband, David,
held her hand as they braced themselves for the
latest news.

That afternoon of March 10, 1991,
complications had forced Diana, only 24-weeks
pregnant, to undergo an emergency Cesarean to
deliver the couple's new daughter, Dana Lu
Blessing.

At 12 inches long and weighing only one pound
nine ounces, they already knew she was perilously
premature.

Still, the doctor's soft words dropped like bombs.

"l don't think she's going to make it," he
said, as kindly as he could.

"There's only a 10-percent chance she will
live through the night, and even then, if by some
slim chance she does make it, her future could be a
very cruel one"

Numb with disbelief, David and Diana
listened as the doctor described the devastating
problems Dana would likely face if she survived.
She would never walk, she would never talk, she
would probably be blind, and she would certainly
be prone to other catastrophic conditions from
cerebral palsy to complete mental retardation, and
on and on.

"No! No!" was all Diana could say.

She and David, with their 5-year-old son
Dustin, had long dreamed of the day they would
have a daughter to become a family of four. Now,
within a matter of hours, that dream was slipping
away. But as those first days passed, a new agony
set in for David and Diana. Because Dana's

underdeveloped nervous system was essentially
'raw', the lightest kiss or caress only intensified her
discomfort, so they couldn't even cradle their tiny
baby girl against their chests to offer the strength
of their love.

All they could do, as Dana struggled alone
beneath the ultraviolet light in the tangle of tubes
and wires, was to pray that God would continue to
stay close to their precious little girl. There was
never a moment when Dana suddenly grew
stronger.

Then as the weeks went by, Dana slowly
gained an ounce of weight here and exhibited an
ounce of strength there. At last, when Dana turned
two months old, her parents, Diana and David were
able to hold her in their arms for the very first time.
Two months later, though doctors continued to
gently but grimly warn that her chances of
surviving, much less living any kind of normal life,
were next to zero, Dana went home from the
hospital. Just as her mother had predicted! Five
years later, Dana was a petite but feisty young girl
with glittering gray eyes and an unquenchable zest
for life. She showed no signs whatsoever of any
mental or physical impairment. Simply, she was
everything a little girl could be and more. But that
happy ending is far from the end of her story.

One blistering afternoon in the summer of 1996
near her home in Irving, Texas, Dana was sitting
on her mother's lap in the bleachers of a local ball
park where her brother Dustin's baseball team was
practicing.

As always, Dana was chattering nonstop
with her mother and several other adults sitting
nearby when she suddenly fell silgdtigging her
arms across her chest, little Dana asked her Mom,
"Do you smell that?"

Smelling the air and detecting the approach of a
thunderstorm, Diana replied, "Yes, it smells like
rain."

Dana closed her eyes and
again asked, "Do you
smell that?" Once again,
her mother replied, "Yes, |
think we're about to get
wet. It smells like rain.”
Still caught in the moment
Dana shook her head,
patted her Mom’s
shoulders with her small
hands and loudly
announced,
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"No, it smells like Him. It smells like God when
you lay your head on His chest.”

Tears blurred Diana's eyes as Dana happily
hopped down to play with the other children.
Before the rains came, her daughter's words
confirmed what Diana and all the members of the
Blessing family had known, at least in their hearts,
all along.

During those long days and nights of her first two
months of her life, when her nerves were too
sensitive for anyone to touch her, God was holding
Dana on His chest and it is still His loving scent
that she remembers so well.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Peace, Joy, and Thanks to the Lord,
Deacon Bob

Calendar of Events

November 2006

Fri, Nov 10-Nassau Chapter Meeting-
Seidenschwang Council

Sat, Nov 11-Knight at the Races
— Doors Open 6:00pm

Sun, Nov 12€&B Bowling Tournament-
Wantagh Lanes-12:00 noon

Mon, Nov 13-Memorial MassCouncil
Hall- 7:30pm

Mon, Nov 15-First Degree — OLI Council
INCLUDING OUR NEW
MEMBERS

Mon, Nov186526 Club Meeting- 7:30pm

Sun, Nov 19bD Communion Breakfast-
Bellmore Council

Mon, Nov 206526 Club Meeting- 7:30pm

Mon, Nov 27 - General Council Meeting —
7:30 pm

Mon, Nov 27Nassau Division Mtg.-
Memorare Council

December 2006

Sat, Dec 2€&B Drawing

Mon, Dec 40Officers Meeting- 7:30pm

Tue, Dec 5Pistrict Deputy Meeting - OLI

Mon, Dec 11 —General Council Meeting-
Council Hall — 7:30pm

Fri, Dec 15Nassau Chapter Meeting — St.
Thomas the Apostle Council

Sat., Dec 162ouncil Christmas Party

Mon, Dec 186526 Club Meeting- 7:30pm

Bowling tournament
Wantagh Lanes
November 12, 2006
12:00 Noon
$22.50 per person to play

$60.00 to be a Sponsor
Open to ALL

$ From the Financial Secretary $

To: All Knights that have not been down to the
Hall for some time.

Maybe you can find time in the near future to come
down to the Council Hall. The reason is that we
need more Knights to get active. We REEALLY

in need of members to keep our council going.

Please find it in yourselves to come on down and be
active and involved.

Fraternally,

Peter O'Connor, FS, PGK
2007 Super bowl POOL

It's never too early to choose your
favorite numbers...

Each Box $25.00
Call for more details:
Co-Chairmen:
Charlie Buonocore — (516) 735-9277
Tom Kinally — (516) 826-3407
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T_hose in Need of Our Prayers @hl‘lﬁtmaﬁ ia arty
Submitted During the Month of October :
Sick or in Distress Reserve this Date
Mike Affilitto, PGK Anthony Ciccotto. PGK December 16“1
ff;ﬂ’; ?;aavr\?ma’ PeK JOhgé\ﬂmg - PeK Good Food and Fun for the Family
Fr. Steve Hannafin Vincent Anastasi, PGK More details to follow
Phil Danrio Carl Tagariello Chairman — Pete Coleman
llene Ryan Art Harris-State Treasurer
Larry Sarica Alberta Schroeder
The Unemployed and Under-employed : ) ;
The Families of September 11, 2001 victims Officers for the 2006-2007 Columbian Year
Armed Forces Wounded in Afghanistan and Iraq Grand Knight —  Michael Alliksen  (516) 796-6917
Deceased and their Families Deputy GK — Charles Dawson (516) 781-9610
Aldo Scavino, PGK Patrick Kitson, PGK Chancellor — George Winkler  (516) 221-4980
Anthony La Trace Cecila Chester Warden — Michael Patti (516) 797-8254
Mike Recchia Mat Genduso Recorder — Peter Coleman  (516) 796-1350
Alice Mueller Natale Genduso Inside Guard —  Angelo Locascio (516) 783-6188
A. Gagliardi Megan Darcy Outside Guard — William Brust (516) 826-7095
Brenda Meehan Wesley Calderwood Outside Guard — Kevin Hoffman (516) 781-6958
Victims of September 11, 2001 Advocate — Anthony Ciccotto (516) 826-2516
Armed Forces Killed in Afghanistan and Iraq Financial Sectry- Peter O'Connor  (516) 783-7448
E—s—————————————————————— Treasurer — Edward Ciulla (516) 826-9554
Trustee — Thomas Kinally (516) 826-3407
Trustee — Thomas Casey (516) 783-9313
Trustee — Charles Buonocore (516) 735-9277
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